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with the most undisputed credentials? Why, then, should St Alban's
miracles be disbelieved, the occasion being great enough for so extra*
ordinary an interposition?" &c. These miracles of stopping the river,
and of the spring rising in the place where St Alban was beheaded, are
expressly mentioned by Gildas, Bede, and others. The place was called,
in the Anglo-Saxon language, Holm-hurst, Hurst signifying a wood; and
this place was once overgrown with trees, as Bishop Usher proves. In
aftertimes it obtained the name of Derswoldwood, and was the spot on
which the present town of St Alban's is built. In the time of Constantine
the Great, a magnificent church of admirable workmanship was erected
on the place where the martyr suffered, and was rendered illustrious by
frequent great miracles, as Bede testifies.1 The pagan Saxons destroyed
this edifice; but OfFa, King of the Mercians, raised another in 793, with
a great monastery, on which he bestowed most ample possessions. Several
popes honoured it with the most singular privileges and exemptions, and
all the lands possessed by it were freed from the payment of the Romescot,
or Peterpence. The church is still standing, having been redeemed from
destruction when the abbey was suppressed under Henry VIII. It was
purchased by the townsmen to be their parochial church for the sum of
four hundred pounds, which, according to the present value of money,
would be above seven times as much. Our island, for many ages, had
recourse to St Alban as its glorious protomartyr and powerful patron with
God, and acknowledged many great favours received from God through
his intercession. By it St Germanus procured a triumph without Christian
blood, and gained a complete victory both over the spiritual and corporal
enemies of this country. Of the rich shrine of St Alban, most munificently
adorned by OfFa, by his son Egfrig, and many succeeding kings and others,
nothing is now remaining, as Weever writes,2 but a marble stone to cover
the place where the dust of the sacred remains lies. Over against which,
on a wall, some verses are lately painted, says the same author, to tell us
there was formerly a shrine in that place. A village in Forez, in France,
a league and a half from Rouanne, bears the name of St Alban, famous
for mineral waters, abounding with nitrous salt, described by Mr Spon
and Piganiol, t. ii. p. 9, ed. 3, ann. 1754.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 22 :

ST ALBAN, protomartyr of Britain: Sr JOHN FISHER, Cardinal, martyr: and ST PAULINO*
OF NOLA, Bishop, who developed a taste for retirement from the conversation of St Ambrose of
Milan, St Martin and St Delphinus.

1 See Analects. Henschenii de S. Albano; and Papebrokc, t. iv, Junij.
1 Funeral Monuments, p. 555.